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Was RP at Tharner; what lads in Porlfhire, in the year 
1 1737. My parents were reputable people, belonging to 
the Church of England; and, though ſtrangers to the life and | 
1 55 power of religion, would not ſuffer me to run headlong 
vices of the age; but brought me up in the feat of God, and 
5 5 gave me, according to their ability, A good education, My fa- 
iber being in the building buſineſs, brought me up iii the ſame 
0 way; on which I entered in the fiſteenth year of my age, 
Act this time I was ſerious, and had no deſire to follow the 
multitude to do evil. attended the ſervice of the Chureh: con- 
ſſtlantly, and met in a ſmall ſociety of Church- people, belonging > 
0 the High- Church in Hull, where 1 lived with my brother - in- 
law. Whether theſe were adquaihted with the power. of reli- | 
gion, I know not, as I was, at that time, an entire ſtranger to 
it myſelf; yet 1 did not doubt but all was well with me; and 
thought if 1 died, I ſhould certainly be happy with Gd. 
About the year 1735, 1 fell in company with two. prtfons 
A 11 who talked much concerning the people called Methodiſfs. 1 
hhauad then an hatred againſt them above all others, ſuppoſing 
| em to be a weak and wicked people. I condemned them al- 
9 1 and had no deſire either to hear them preach or to 
rea any of their writings. | But from the accoutit that one of 2 
+ them gave of his wife, who was a Methodiſt, 1 began to have a 
more favourable opinion of them; and thought I ſhould be ghd 
to hear them. Accordingly, I went one evening with an inten- 
3 tion to hear; but when I came to the door, I was aſhamed to go 
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About the year 1756, I began to follow my buſineſs at Hares 
wood- Houſe, the ſeat of Edwin Laſcelles, Eſq; here I fell in 
with a company of very wicked young men; and though 1 
was preferved from following them into groſs ſin, yet I was 


now a greater enemy to the Methodiſts than ever. But about 
the year 1758, a young woman, who was a Methodiſt, lent my 


father two ſermons, preached at the Pariſh Church in Leeds, 
by the late Rev. Mr. Henry Crooks, of Hunſlet. He read them, 


and recommended them to me. In reading theſe, I began to 
ſee that I was not in a ſtate of ſalvation, I faw firſt, that Juf- 


tification by Faith was the Doctrine of the Church of England ; 


and ſecondly, that the ſcripture teaches it as neceſſary to ſalva- 


tion. I alſo ſaw that the Methodiſts were tlie people of God, 


and that they. preached no other doftrine than that which * 
ſound, even in my prayer book. 


I now began to ſpend my leiſure hours in reading ſuch 


n as treat on that ſubjeft ; and was aſtoniſhed that 1 
could not ſee theſe things before. In the latter end of June 1 


went to Otley to hear a Methodiſt preach, when I was 


more ſurpriſed than ever. The ſerious, devout behaviour of 
the people ſtruck me with a kind of religious awe. The ſinging 
greatly delighted me, and the ſermon was much bleſt to my 
They fuffered me to ſtay the Society-meeting, which. 
I had great cauſe to bleſs God for. I returned home full of 
good reſolutions; but little thought what trials were coming 

upon me. I thought, certainly, none who love me can be of- 
2 ſended at my ſeeking the ſalvation of my ſoul: but I ſoon found 


ſoul: 


my miſtake ; for thoſe who had formerly been my greateſt 


friends, now became my open enemies. All my relations were 


exceedingly offended, and threatened me much, if I would not 


leave this way. My uncle in particular, who before promiſed 
| tobe kind to me, now reſolved to leave me nothing, which 
reſolution he made good. My father and mother were ex- 
ceedingly troubled, ſuppoſing me to be totally ruined; and my 
brothers and ſiſters were of the ſame mind: my father threat- 
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2 | M | ened many times to turn me out of 1 and entirtiy to dif. 
oon me; but the love he had for me (I being his eldeſt ſon) 
MW moved him to uſe every means he could think of, to prevail on 
q me to forlake this deſpiſed people, whom he hated above all 
A i others: he mourned to ſee me © run wilfully to my own ruin,” 
| 7 My mother alſo frequently wept much on my account. ” 
7 Y Y This was indeed a time of great trial to me. My father's 
I © threatening to diſinherit me, did not trouble me at all ; but 
1 1 the conſideration of the danger their ſouls were in, diſtreſſed 
of me exceedingly. I therefore did not regard what I ſuffered, ſo 2 

: 1 = parents might be brought out of their Egyptian darkneſs. * 
I 0 this end, I bought the beſt books I could meet with; ſome 

| 7 of which my father read, but it ſeemed to no good purpoſe. 
About this time my brother was awakened, and alſo my 
4 4 younger ſiſter's huſband. My eldeſt ſiſter and her huſband 
1 likewiſe began to have a favourable opinion of this way. This 


made my father more ſevere with me, ſuppoſing I was the occa- 
bon of all this miſchief. For the preſent he prevailed on 
1 N brother to hear this preaching no more. However, 
| it was not long before he ſet out in the way of ſalvation. My _ 
; | father when he ſaw he was fo far from gaining ground, that he 
| was continually loſing it, grew exceeding uneaſy, and knew 
I 


g not what courſe to take. However, he now entered upon a new 

4 echeme; he began to be mild and gentle, and to uſe ſoft 

e He told me, I might buy what books I pleaſed; only 
* I muſt not go to hear the preaching. I might learn as much, if 


Is dhe lay-preachers, He ſaid the Methodiſts being a people fo 
Mi C univerſally hated, It would ruin 2 charakter to g eng 
1 them. N is | | 
I I now ound it hard work to wichſtand my father's good 
3 nature. Accordingly, preaching being one ſabbath- day near 
dur houfe, I could not break through. When it was over, 
1 11 walked into the garden, and wept bitterly. From thence 1 


not more, by reading Mr. Weſley' s writings, as by hearing 2 


1 on into a ſolitary Place, where. no one might ſee me, and be- 1 
moangd "Mo 
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ov ACCOUNT OF MR. JOHN PAWSON, 
moaned myſelf before the Lord. O, the anguiſh I then felt 


I was ſcarcely able to look up. My father ſoon found me, and 


took me into the fields to ſee the graſs and corn. But this 
would afford me no relief: he was greatly troubled on my ac- 
count, ſuppoling that I ſhould run diftrafted, We returned 
home in time to attend the ſervice of the Church; and in the 


evening, agcording to our cuſtom, we 6 read in aur own houſe, | 


what I read. 1 was glad, mud ban to ſpeak to him i in as i | 
A manner as I could ; but he was ſoon much offended, and ſaid, 


= 10 1 find thou art now entirely ruined. I have uſed every means 
„I can think of, but all to no purpoſe, I rejoiced at thy birth, 


and I once thought thou waſt as hopeful a young man as any 
in this town; but now I ſhall have no more comfart in thee, 


of ſo long as] live, - Thy mother and Lare now grown. old, and 
« thou makeſt our lives quite miſerable: thou wilt bring down 


our grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave: thou intendeſt to 


% make my houſe a preaching houſe, when once my head is 
laid; but 1 ſhall take care it ſhall never be thine. No; 15 a f 
. will leave all I have to the poor of the pariſh, beſore the Me- 


« thodiſts ſhall have any thing to do with it.“ 


vas exceedingly : affected while he ſpoke in this manner. 


He then deſired me to promiſe [ would hear this preaching no 


more. I told him (when I could ſpeak for weeping) that fl. 


could ſee a ſufficient reaſon, I would make him that promiſe ; ; 


but not till then, He replied, « Well, I ſee thou art quite . 
the Methodiſls are tbe 0 
*, moſt bewitching people that ever lived; for when once a 


* ſtupid; I may as well ſay nothing : 


5 perſon | 1 them, it 18 impoſſible tO perſuade them to retur Q 
„ back again.“ 


toulillent wich his will. 


* 


I then left him, and went to bed; but my trou- 2 
ble was very great. 1 was tempted to think that 1 was Alo. 3 : 4 
8 bedient to my parents; but I clearly ſaw that I muſh obey God | 

rather than man; and that 1 mut bey them e ſo * as „ . 
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My brother and I now began to take  ſwect counſel tage- 
Pay and we ſtrove to oblige our pargiits with all our might; 
4 taking particular care that no buſineſswas neglected on account 
4 ae goin g to hear the preaching, We frequently prayed to- 
1 gether 1 in our bed-chamber, and ſeveral times mx mother gat 
upon the ſtairs to hearken: at laſt ſhe deſired to join in prayer 
of 7 with us. Afterwards my father likened upon the ſtairs, and 
EZ after ſome time he allo deſired to join with us. | 
1q 1 The miniſter of the pariſh now began to be apprehenſive that 

ble ſhould loſe my father, and ith him the whole family, Tn 
older to prevent this, he carefully gathered all the falſe accuſa- 
>”. tions he could hear of againſt the people, and brought them to 
my father. He laboured with all his might, both in public and 
5 private, to make them appear deteſtable: by ſo doing, he cre- 
2 ated me much trouble. I told my father that thefe things were 
. entirely falſe ; but he was ſo proyoked that I thought he would 
make good his former reſolution of quite diſowning me, How- 
2 ever, I thought I would write to him my whole mind: accord- 
> ingly, I began by ſhewing him the wretched ſtate of my ſoukand 
the danger I apprehended to be continually hanging over my 
| bo . head. I then expoſtulated with him, and aſked, « What worſe | 
am I in any reſpe& ſince I heard the Methodiſts? Am I. dif- * 
a obedient to you or my mother in any other thing? Do I neg- 
= left any part of buſineſs? Muſt not every one be accountable 
to God for himſelf ? Doth our law condemn any man before it 
| >» hears him, and know what he dath ? Why then do you con- 
demn the Methodiſt preachers whom you have never heard? 
5 1 It you will hear them only three times, and then prove from 
n be ſcripture that they preach contrary thereunto, I will hear 
u- + them no more.“ My father read this letter, accepted of the 
0- __ propoſals, and accordingly, went to hear. He ſeemed to like 
d 1 the firſt tolerably well; the ſecond. he did not like at all; the 


as op third he approved. of very much, e 
W 


1 which he liked better than all the reſt; yet he was not convinced. 1 
1 Fur he now n ta Pray. that the Land: would: ew 3 
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| him the way of ſalvation. A little after he went, on a Sunday mM 
morning, into the- ſtable, where he thought nobody could hear 
or ſee bim, and prayed earneſtly unto the Lord. Here it - 
was that the light of the Holy Spirit broke 1 in upon him: he 
now had a clear fight of his ſinful and loft condition, and was 
brought i into ſuch diſtreſs, that, like David, he roared for the 


very diſquietneſs of his ſoul. He was now aſhamed and con- | F 


Founded, and could hardly hope for mercy. This was a day 


of glad tidivgs to me: a day which I truſt I ſhall thankfully 6 


remember ſo long as I live. I now had liberty to caſt in my 
lot with the people of God, which I immediately did. My fa- 
ther alſo invited the preachers to his houſe. Accordingly, he 


prevented my turning it into a preaching-houſe (as he had for- 


merly ſaid) by doing it himſelf. From this time we had preach- 
ing in our on houſe, and all the family (which were eight in 
number) joined the Society: this was about January 1760. 

For ſome time, though I knew myſelf to be without God in 
the world, I was dull and unaffected: and mann applied thoſe 
- wares to WW - 


Still every means in vain I try, 

- ©. - - I ſeek him far and near, 

1 Where er I come, conſtrain d to i Þ 
My Saviour is not here. 


ve, (| 


God is in this, in every place, 
Yet O, how dark and void! 
| To me tis one great wilderneſs 77 


90 earth without my God. 4 


About this time the Lia began 0 revive his work among 
ut: : my father having received the preaching into his houſe, 
many of our neighbours came to hear; our Society alſo in- 
creaſed, which was matter of great joy to me: but it was my 
| continual prayer, that the Lord would take away my heart of 
tone, and give me a heart of fleſh, I cried day and night 
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me o him, that he would give me a broken and a contrite heart, = 


and it was not long ere he inclined his ear. I vent to 
2 4 Hear the word at a neighbouring village, when, in the beginning 
3 4 pf the ſervice, the power of God came mightily upon me and 

| many others. All on a ſudden my heart was like melting wax, 
4 < my ſoul-was diſtreſſed above meaſure. I cried aloud with an 
"Y Y exceeding bitter cry ; the trouble and anguiſh of ſpirit that I la- 
boured under far exceeding all deſeription. The arrows of the 
” Almighty ſtuck faſt in my fleſh, and the poiſon of them drank 
9 vp my ſpirits; yet in the height of my diſtreſs I could bleſs 
the Lord, that he had granted me that which I had fo long 
Magd for. I now ſought the Lord with my whole heart; and 

. neglefted no opportunity of hearing his word, or of waiting 
upon him in every means of grace; yet many times I did not 
hear one half of the ſermon, my diſtreſs being ſo exceeding 
great. I had ſuch a clear ſight and deep ſenſe of my exceeding 
ſimnfulneſs, that I was humbled in the duſt. I daily walked 
mournfully beſore the Lord. The things of this world were 

1 made quite bitter to me: I could take no delight in any of 
ben. my mind being ſo occupied with grief for my paſt ſins, 
and with deſire to be delivered from them. My buſineſs be- 
came a burden to me: I was quite conſuſed, and brought very 
bow, ſo that any one, who looked on me, might ſee in my 


countenance the diſtreſs of my mind; for I was on * oy 
on of deſpair. | 


'Y One morning as I walked in the fields, bemoaning myſelf | 
like Ephraim of old, my heart ſunk within me like a ſtone, and 
I was about to conchude that it was all in vain for me to expect 
any mercy; but the Lord would not ſuffer the ſpirit to fail be- 
fore him, and the ſoul which he had made. He revived. my 
J Looping heart with that comfortable word, 0 tarry thou the 
1 Lord's leiſure: be firong, and he ſhall comfort thine heart. 1 
105 © was now, for a ſeaſon, enabled ban to en and W to 
: wait for the ſalvation of God. 
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|  » About this time one of my acquaintance was brought to en- 

joy a clear ſenſe of the love of God, when he had only heard: 
about three fermons. This utterly confounded me: I could 
in no wiſe account for it. I did not conſider, that one day 

with the Lord is as a thouſand years. I thought he was deceived, 
and that it was impoſſible he ſhould be converted ſo ſoon ; ; but 
the next morning the preacher gave public thanks to God on 
Ms account. I was then conſtrained to believe all was well with 
him. I returned home, and immediately retired into my 
chamber; but here I had not ſufficient opportunity to give 

vent to my grief: I therefore walked inte the barn, where 1 
thought no one could ſee or hear me. Here I prayed, and 
_ wept, and roared aloud, my diſtreſs being greater than I was 
well able to bear: yet I was not quite without hope, but e. 
peed, vile as I was, that the Lord would at laſt be gracious bo 
unto me. But I was not fo private as I ſuppoſed; for I found _ 
my brother was in another part of the barn, in as great 
diſtreſs as myſelf; and my father and mother ſoon heard 
our cries, and came to us, and in a little time my eldeſt ſiſter 4 "on 
and her huſband. We were now fix in number, and all in ke 4 
ſame diſtreſs. I ſuppoſe, if fome of the good Chriſtians of the 
age had either ſeen or heard us, they would have concluded 4 
we were all quite beſide ourſelves. However, though the 
children were brought to the birth, there was not ſtrength to 6 

bring forth. J continued deſtitute of comfort, but Redfaſtly 8 
purpofed to abide as at the door of mercy. 

One Saturday evening I went to a little village to hear 
preaching; and it being a new place, abundance of people ga- 
thered together. The power of God ſo accompanied the 
word, that many began to tremble. There was a mighty 
ſhaking among the dry bones, and the power of the Lord was 
not only preſent to wound, but to heal alfo: for this night my 
father found redemption in the blood of Jeſus, and the preacher 
gave public thanks on his account. When I heard that my 
father had obtained mercy, I was ſo far from being able ta re- 


heard 


WW -; | heard very little of the Ferition, but continued knggling all the 
nm time of ſervice ; and after it was ended, I ſtill continued trem- 
4H | bling, weeping, and crying aloud for mercy. I returned home 
= as well as I was able; for my bodily ftrength was quite ex- 
1 1 hauſted. My head was as the waters, and mine eyes became 
s a fountain of tears. I was truly willing to be ſaved by grace. 
I was naked, and ſtripped of all. I had nothing of my own to 

1 depend upon for life and ſalvation. 1 had nothing to pay; no 
money or price to bring with me to procure the fayour of 
= Got} © FFC WO eg” 
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I paſſed this night in ſorrow and great heavineſs, and was 
© glad when the day returned. It was the Lord's day, and the 
Preacher intended to meet our ſociety, in order to wreſtle with 


© God in behalf of thoſe who were in diſtreſs. I went with a 
4 heart full of ſorrow, panting after the Lord as the hart after 


the water-brooks. The ſervice began, and the power of 
God was preſent f in a very wonderful manner; when prayer 


n.. made in behalf of thoſe who were in diſtreſs, I was 


bowed upon my knees in the middle of the room, and, 
if poſſible, was in greater anguiſh of ſpirit than ever be- 
fore. I heard one, whoſe voice 1 knew, cry for mercy 


b with all his might, as if he would rend the very hea- 
vens. Quickly after, in the twinkling of an eye, all my 
trouble was gone, my guilt and condemnation were removed, 


and I was filled with joy unſpeakable. I knew, by experience, 
that the Lord was merciful to my unrighteouſneſs, and remem- 
bered my fins no more. The love of God was ſhed abroad in 


= my heart, I loved him from an experimental ſenſe of his love 


to me. O how my ſoul triumphed in the God of my falva- 
tion! This glorious deliverance was wrought by his Holy Spi- 
rit, applying thoſe words, Thou art mine. Some time after, 
my brother told me the words were in the prophecy of Iſaiah : 
I roſe early in the morning and took my bible, which I opened 
at random, and they were the firſt words which I caſt my eyes 
upon! Tfaiah xliii. 1. This was a kind of renewal of the pro- 


mile, of God to me; and 1 was enabled to praiſe him the more. 
vo L. II. 3 5 4 F | The 
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The day upon which the Lord brought my ſoul out of pri- 
ſon, was Sunday, the 16th of March 1760, which, I truſt, I 
* ſhall thankfully remember ſo long as I live. The change paſſed 
upon my ſoul was exceeding great. I was brought out of 

_ darkneſs into marvellous light out of miſerable bondage into 
glorious liberty—and out of the moſt bitter diſtreſs into un- - 
ſpeakable happineſs! I had not the leaſt doubt of my accept N 
ance with God; but was fully aſſured, that he was reconciled 4 
to me through the merits of his Son, who was now unſpeaka- = 
bly precious to my ſoul. I was alſo fully ſatisfied, that 1 was | , 
born of God or renewed in the ſpirit of my mind, and 1 could © 2 
heartily praiſe the Lord that he had taken that ſevere method in 
bringing me home to himſelf, For by this means, my juſtification | 
was ſo clear to me, that I could neither doubt nor fear: the 
work of the Spirit of God, in renewing my ſoul, was allo the 3 


more conſpicuous: and this cauſed me to prize the liber ty into ; 
which I was brought, and made me more afraid of being en- : 
tangled again with the yoke of bondage. I now walked com- Ri 
fortably with God, enjoying ſweet communion with him. I © 5 


could both do and /uffer his will with all chearfulneſs. Vet 
Satan ſoon began to afſault me, and laboured to perplex me + 
with evil reaſoning ; telling me, I ſhould not ahvays have fo 
great a value for God or ſor ſpiritual things as I now had: but 1 
as I was happy for the preſent, I did not regard all he could T 
ſay, knowing that I had nothing to do with hereafter. I had 
only to live by the faith of the Son of God, who now appear ed 5 
as altogether lovely. - 
About ſix weeks after, the preacher propoſed dividing our 
little ſociety into two claſſes, and deſired me to meet one of 
them. This was a ſore trial to me; but when he inſiſted on 
my doing it, I was obliged to take up the croſs. From the 
firſt or ſecond time I met it, I continually walked in the light 
of God's countenance: no creature ſhared my aſſections wun 
God; but J ſerved him with an undivided heart. J had no 1 
5 1 temptations, but had conſtant power over all ſin; lo . 
tha 1 In ed as upon the borders of heaven. . 
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About this time thy elder ſiſter and my younger ſiſter” 8 huſ. 
1 be nd were brought into the Chriſtian liberty, and a little after, 
2 y mother and younger ſiſter. This gave me freſh caule to 
1 ele the Lord ſor his goodneſs. 

1 - December 28, 1760, the Lord ſpoke peace to my brother, 

| 4 . hile I was praying with him. Now I had more cauſe to praiſe 
1 i "the Lord than before. My brother had laboured for a whole 
1 Fear in ſore diſtreſs of mind, and was many times brought to 
. "The brink of deſpair. I do not remember to have ſeen any one 
1 in the like circumſtances for ſo long a time. But God broke 
1 all his bonds aſunder, and cauſed him to walk 7 in che HO of 

hi countenance. 
We now began to have a public meeting for prayer every 
Iundzy evening; but had no perſon among us who could give 
a word of exhortation. This troubled me much; for I was 
1 afraid the people would grow weary of coming together, if 
we continued only to ſing and pray, as they were obliged to 
5 nd or kneel all the time. I thought it would be much bet- 
er to read a ſermon to them, that they might ſit down a little. 
| KAccordingly I got the Homilies of the Church, which were 
5 bi new to the people. "Theſe 1 read, and, as I was able, 

explained; in doing which IL found great liberty. This proved 

1 A bleſſing to many. But the miniſter of the pariſh (being 
x 3% an open enemy to all that is good) began to be offended, 
1 © nd laboured to prejudice the people againſt me. He ſeemed 
1 9 pot to regard what he ſaid either in public or pri vate, if by any 
means he could turn the people aſide. But they did not re- 


| J b gard him: nay, the more he ſaid, the worſe they liked him; 
* 9 o that when he ſaw he could prevail nothing, he determi 
n 

4 ; 10 leave the town, which in a little time he accordingly did. 
+ When I had read the moft profitable of the Homilies, I took 
h 4 vi Mir. Burkett on the New Teſtament, and read many particular 
= 1 Won therein, and enlarged where I thought it needful, 
Alter this, I began to take the Bible itſelf, and, in my 


1 1 poor A ee part of a chapter! from time to time ; 
5 1 8 and, 


1 
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__ notwithſtanding my inſufficiency, mk good. was done. = 
But this expoſed me to freſh trials: the people from the neigh. 4 
bouring ſocieties began to invite me to go and give them a word 
of exhortation ; but, as I well knew my own weakneſs, I ab. 
ſolutely reſuſed. But the aſſiſtant prevailed on me to go to 2 1 
neighbouring town on a Sunday evening. The people, whe. AK 
ther I would or not, thruſt me into the pulpit. I trembled I 
exceedingly : however, I ſpoke as well as I could, and the 
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ſame erening returned home, greatly aſhamed of what I had 7 
ſaid. I was in hopes they would trouble me no more: but ſo 


far was I deceived in this, that, about Lady-Day 1764, the MF 
aſſiſtant employed me among the local preachers. I now kn., 
not what courſe to take: yet I durſt not decline the work. 
However, I was almoſt determined to remove into ſome diſtant 
part of the country: but the love I had ſor the ſociety to which 
J belonged, would not ſuffer me, I was, therefore, obliged t to 
do what 1 could, and I found God was with me! 8 
In Auguſt following, the Conference was at Leeds, and the 
aſſiſtant deſiring me to attend, I took up my croſs, and went. 
Several young men were propoſed as candidates for travelling 
| preachers, and I among the reſt, When you, Sir, aſked me 
if I was willing to give up myſelf to the work, I told you, I 
was conſcious of my inability, but if you and the brethren 
thought good to make trial of me, I ſhould deliver up myſelf | 
to you. Accordingly, I was ordered for the York circuit, 
When I was gone, God raiſed up my brother to take my 
8 place, whe was ſoon as well beloved by the people as I had © 
deen. I had till now met a few people in Harewood, where 1 
| | Had followed my buſineſs. 1 had ſuffered much in my mind on 
| their account, as I had no hope of any ſettled preaching there. 


As all the town belonged to one gentleman, I thought he would 
never ſuffer it; and as no one could receive the preachers with- - 
out his conſent, my labour would be in vain. The few people 1 
here were alſo much caſt down, when they heard I was going 
n leave them, But afier my removal, 1 was invited to 43 1 Z 


9 imong them, which I accordingly did, to a Wie who 

1 Wane together : and from that time they have had the goſpel 
1 Feached among them; and, to the great ſurpriſe of many, 

8 yithout any of the oppoſition they ſo much expected. 

7 I now entered upon my circuit. Here the aſſiſtant behaved 

4 0 me with all the tepdernels of a enn. and the other 
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me wherever I came; and I often j e myſelf unſpeakably 15 

©" bleft in ſpeaking'to them. I deſired nothing more than to glo- _ 

2 "rify God with my body and ſpirit, which I knew he had re- 
"deemed. Yet 1 met with many trials ſrom various quarters. 


In many places the preſs- gangs attended our preaching, and 
"threatened what they would do: but the Lord reſtrained them. 
f In other places we had much perſecution, eſpecially in Be- 
1 werley, where the magiſtrates abſolutely refuſing to do us 


6 juſtice, we ſeldom could preach with any degree of ſatisfaction 
to ourſelves, or thoſe who deſired to hear us. When we com- 
plained againſt three young men who dilturbed us much, an 
they were brought before the mayor and aldermen, they ſaid, 

; "the information was inſufficient, being only ſigned by myſelf. 


"The mayor then inſiſted, that I had been examined upon oath 
| before him, and that having ſworn to men that I did not know, 
he would indi& me for perjury, and ſend me to Y ork caſtle. 


_ When they would permit me to ſpeak, I told them, that I was 
1 ſo far from having taken a falſe oath, that I had taken no oath at 
' an; ; that there were now preſent three very ſufficient witneſſes, 

ho would all make oath, if it was required, that neither I nor 
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1 any other perſen had taken any oath on the occaſion,,. When 


they heard this, they began to be a little more calm; but as 


1 % N dhey were determined to do us no juſtice, we quieily withdrew. 


However, the work of God proſpered much in thoſe parts this 


4 5 year: many joined the ſociety, and many found redemption i in 
1 4 the blood 80 We. | 
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The next vear 3 and three 80827 were biedere inte the 
very languiſhing condition. There ſeemed an univerſal mourn- 


who died the year before. Many ſaid, Farewel to all proſpe- 

rity in theſe parts; the work of God will come to nothing. 

But, to our unſpeakable comfort, there was a bleſſed revival: 
the ſociety was exceedingly quickened and enlarged; and it 
was thought, there was more good done i in this one FEAT, than 
in four years put together before. 


In Auguſt 1764, I was ordered for Norwich. Here the con- 


creaſed conſiderably. But during the winter, we had almoſt 
continual mobbing. The rioters frequently broke the win- 
dows, interrupted us in preaching, and abuſed the people 
when ſervice was ended. We made complaint to the mayor, 
but he would not do us juſtice ; which encouraged the rioters, 
and led them to commit ſtill greater outrages. 

I was now removed to Colcheſter for a ſeaſon, when preach- 
ing had juſt begun in a place about ſix miles from i it. Here 
they did not treat us in a friendly manner : the mob, being en- 
couraged by the church-wardens, were exceeding violent, 

They aſſembled in great numbers before the houſe, having got 
a2 drum and a large quantity of horns, with which they made 
ſuch a prodigious noiſe, that the people could not hear. Mean- 
time, the conſtable and church-wardens came into the houſe, 
and aſked me, if I would go with them to the quarter-ſeſſions 
the next day. I told them, I would. They ſaid, Then we 
need not ſhew you the juſtice's order. I then deſired our 
friends to bring my horſe. They ſaid, You had better walk to 
the end of the town. I did ſo: the mob gave me a free paſ- 


and ſhouting with all their might. I walked flowly down the 
ſtreet before them, in great peace and tranquility of mind. 


2%: | RR e. 
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gregations were in general very large, while our ſociety in- 


Dew but followed me, beating the drum, ſounding their horns, 


When we came to the bridge, at the end of the town, I topped 


Haworth circuit, We found the people, in thoſe. parts, in a, 8 4 


ing for the loſs of that eminent ſervant of God, Mr. Gramſhaw, 
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Wl my. . came. They now encompaſſed me on every fide, 
et none of them ſtruck me, or ſo much as caſt any dirt or 
5 Jones at me, although I had no man with me. But aſter I 
as gone, they abuſed the poor people who had come from 


Peicſeſter with me very much. 
 —= The next day 1 appeared at the ſeſſions. The ade d 0 
__ 3 ice was a clergyman belonging to the cathedral in Canterbury, 
_ 53S very candid, ſenſible gentleman. He ſaid, he would not have 
: me think he had ſent for me by way of perſecution: but as 
1 1 complaint had been made to him by the church-wardens and 
5 others of the inhabitants of Nayland, that certain ſtrangers, 
; who afted in the capacity of preachers, had come at unſea- 
7 ; Tonable hours in the night, and made very great diſturbance in 
1 . the town; he, as one of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, 
: Was obliged to enquire into it, and therefore required me to 
: anſwer to certain queſtions drayyn up in writing. He read the 
: queſtions, and I anſwered them, ſo that he was quite ſatisfied, 
? . and promiſed, that we ſhould have peace for the time to come; - 
bur hoped we would forgive all that was paſt. 
— 3 In a little time I returned to Norwich, where * ſpent the 
- remaining part of the year in great peace. We were obliged 
d 0o preach in the open air all that ſummer. We had alſo a 
= good proſpett of a revival of the work of God in Yarmouth, 
l 5 105 baving procured a convenient chapel, which had been built for 
mme Anabaptiſts. We had abundance to hear from time to 
" ime, and much good was likely to have been done: but one 
, 5 of our leaders turning Calviniſt, ſowed ſuch diſcord among the 
5 "IN Hociety, that nothing but confuſion followed; the people ſcat- 


: #3 tered ſo effettually, that the wound | then given could never 
ay 4 healed. ö 
From hence 1 went to Birſtal i in Y orkſhire, and Grids a year 


5 bp Vin much ſatisfaction; my on ſoul being frequently com- 
= ; N borted, while the work of God i in a good meaſure revived. 


The two following years I ſpent 1 in Lancaſhire. The firſt 


1 | '1 which was exceeding agreeable : only the death of my dear 
2 fellow- 
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fellow-labourer, Paul Greenwood, exceedingly affefled me. On 
the one hand, I mightily rejoiced that ſo dear a ſervant of God 
| was taken to his reward; and on the other, I mourned bitterly 
at the loſs of ſo dear a friend. The laſt year I ſpent in theſe 
parts was a time of great trial on various accounts. 
From Lancaſhire I went to Staffordſhire, and flaid only a 
ſingle year. But I had the ſatisſaction to ſee the work of God 
greatly revive : many new ſocieties were raiſed, and a conſi- 
derable number of the old ones were quickened and efla- 
bliſhed, 

The two following years 1 ſpent in London, with ſome * 
gree of ſatisfaction both to myſelf and others; but cannot ſay 
much concerning the ſucceſs of my labours here. 

From London I went to Briſtol, where I continued three 

years. I have reaſon to bleſs God, that my poor labours 
were acceptable, and, I hope, in ſome meaſure, uſeful to the 
people. 

The four following years I ſpent about Leeds and Birſtal, i in 
Yorkſhire. In the latter of theſe there was a very great revival 
of religion. Hundreds of ſinners were awakened, and turned 
from the evil of their ways; and many received a comfortable 
aſſurance of the favour of God. 

From Yorkſkere J am again returned to London, What ſuc- 
ceſſes, trials, or comforts I may meet with, I know not; but 
I am ſtill determined to continue at my Maſter's feet, that he 
may fulfil in me all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the 
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work of faith with power. 


With regard to the Arminian Controverſy, although I have 
frequently heard the Calviniſts preach, and alſo read many of 
their writings, yet I never had the leaſt doubt of Chriſt's taſting 
death for every man, or of his willingneſs to ſave to the utter- 
moſt all who come unto God through him. 


4 am, Rev. Sir, Vours, &c. 
JOHN PAWSON, 
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